
Who Needs to Take Virtus? 
 

Earlier this month, many of our Archdiocesan priests and deacons attended the Virtus Keeping the 
Promise Alive course at St. Mary’s Seminary for those who took the original Protecting God’s Children 
course in the years 2003-2005.  At the refresher session Cardinal DiNardo and Msgr. George Sheltz 
expanded the list of ministers that are required to be Virtus certified.  Additional ministries have been 
added to the list due to the experience of the past 8 years that Virtus has been offered in our 
Archdiocese. The people in the following parish/school ministries are required to complete Virtus: 

 
➢ All parish/school employees and contract employees 
➢ Volunteer directors/coordinators of religious education 
➢ Religious education catechists and staff 
➢ Volunteers in youth ministry programs, including Life Teen, e.g., regular drivers 
➢ Volunteers in parochial and diocesan schools 
➢ Coaches or volunteers in athletic programs 
➢ Volunteers in quinceaneras preparation 
➢ Scout Leaders (Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc.) 
➢ Volunteers with children and youth choirs 
➢ Volunteers in an early childhood center/program 
➢ Volunteers in Mother’s Day Out programs 
➢ Volunteers in a parish nursery 
➢ Volunteer coordinators/trainers of altar servers 
➢ Volunteers that include an overnight stay, e.g., retreats, lock-ins, away from the child/youth’s 

home 
➢ Volunteers in Children’s Liturgy of the Word programs 
➢ Liturgical ministers (lectors, ushers, EMEs, acolytes, choirs, wedding coordinators) 
➢ Food Pantry volunteers where families with children are served 
➢ Volunteers in any other public ministry which carries with it an “implied trust” 

 
The term “implied trust” means that this person, due to the performance of their ministry, would be 
considered by the parishioners to be a “safe and trusted” person or leader of the church due to the 
function of their ministry. 
 
The concepts presented in the Virtus programs have been highly successful in helping the faithful to 
recognize possible child predators in their parish communities.  Over the past 8 years, the reporting of 
their concerns has led to investigations by the safe environment and legal department resulting in the 
removal of 200 offenders from parish ministry and tagging them in a “no volunteer” status in our Virtus 
database.  With your continued vigilance our precious children and youth will continue to be protected. 
Please make sure that your parish/school Safe Environment coordinator checks the Virtus status of all 
your volunteers in the Virtus data base before they volunteer to make sure they are in an “active” 
profile. 
 


